
This study examines the depiction of parental roles in Hong Kong children’s
picture books published between 2012 and 2022, focusing on whether these
books portray parents as equals or reinforce traditional gender stereotypes.
We analyzed 29 picture books using quantitative content analysis, recording
the textual and visual frequency of parental appearances, mentions, emotional
expressions, disciplinary actions, nurturing behaviors, daily caregiving
activities, and economic roles. The findings reveal a significant imbalance in
the portrayal of parental roles in Hong Kong’s picture books, with mothers
shown as primary caregivers and fathers as less engaged figures. This study
highlights the need for more balanced depictions of parents in children’s
literature to support gender equality in socialization processes.
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Dr Jianwen Liu (Kacey) is an Associate Professor in the Department of English
Language and Literature at Hong Kong Shue Yan University. She holds a Ph.D. in
Gender Studies/Translation Studies from the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Her
research interests focus on corpus-based translation studies, transfer of cultural
differences in languages, and gender-based translation studies. 
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