
A t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  2 0 2 0 s ,  w e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  r i s e  o f  T h a i  Y - s e r i e s .  F e a t u r i n g  s a m e - s e x
r o m a n c e  n a r r a t i v e s ,  t h e s e  Y - s e r i e s  h a v e  a t t r a c t e d  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o l l o w i n g  a n d  b e e n
r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  s o f t  p o w e r  o f  T h a i l a n d .  T h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  T h a i  Y - s e r i e s  h a s
s p a r k e d  a  s u r g e  i n  f a n d o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t s  a c t o r s  a n d  a c t r e s s e s ,  w i t h  t h e  “ m o m  f a n d o m ”
e m e r g i n g  a s  a  p r o m i n e n t  p h e n o m e n o n .  F a m i l y  m e t a p h o r s  i n  f a n d o m s  o f t e n  f u e l s  p a r a k i n
i m a g i n a t i o n s  t h a t  c o n n e c t  a n d  b o n d  f a n s  a c r o s s  c u l t u r a l  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c  b o u n d a r i e s .  S u c h
m e t a p h o r s  a l s o  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  f a n d o m  i s  a  s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  s p a c e  w h e r e  f a n s  c a n
f i n d  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  D r a w i n g  o n  a  c a s e  o f  t h e  S i n o p h o n e  m o m
f a n d o m  o f  a  T h a i  Y - s e r i e s  a c t o r ,  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  m u l t i p l e  m e a n i n g s ,
i m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  m e t a p h o r  i n  t h e  f a n d o m .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  e x p l o r e  h o w
t h e s e  m e t a p h o r s  s h a p e  f a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s o m e  o f  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s
a n d  p o t e n t i a l  p i t f a l l s  o f  s u c h  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s .

Speaker:  Dr. Pang Ka Wei

Pang Ka Wei is a lecturer in Cultural Studies at the Department of Cultural and Religious

Studies, CUHK. With her interdisciplinary background, she has developed a keen interest in

exploring issues related to gender and sexuality, life stories, and health humanities. In addition

to her previous research pursuits, she has recently become fascinated by the Thai Y-series

culture and fandom. Her recent publications include “Fandom meets artificial intelligence:

Rethinking participatory culture as human–community–machine interactions” (2024) (co-

authored with Eva C.Y. Li), and “Queer Motherly Fantasy: The Sinophone mom fandom of

Saint Suppapong Udomkaewkanjana” (2023).
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